
PRESS INFORMATION
DIGITAL TACHOGRAPHS – THE ISSUES FACED BY DRIVERS

PART 2 - GUIDE TO DIGITAL TACHOGRAPHS PICTOGRAMS

We follow the first feature, which focused on how to use digital vehicle units, by looking at the pictograms that are shown on the digital tachograph and the printouts.  Here Karen Crispe, Director at Tachodisc presents a simple guide to understanding pictograms.

As we know, digital tachographs are a replacement for the analogue system, and they are a completely new way of recording Drivers’ Hours, as information is stored on the driver(s) smart card, and also in the memory the Vehicle Unit (VU), rather than scribed onto a wax coated chart.  

The VU consists of a visual display, printer, user controls and two smart card slots. It electronically records and stores information about the vehicle, the driver(s), faults, events and speed in real time.  As a digital unit, the information relayed on the VU is in pictogram and text format on a continual basis. So to understand about pictograms, their meanings and possible combinations, here is our reference guide.

Operational Modes
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Driver Activities
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Equipment
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Qualifiers
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Driving
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Miscellaneous
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Combinations
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Faults
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Events
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Print-Outs
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Operator Warnings
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Daily driver activities from driver card printout
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Daily Driver Activity Printout

(insert image)

Manual Entries
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UTC Time

UTC time = Universal time co-ordinated

UTC time corresponds to time zero ‘0’ of the 24 time zones (-12  . . 0 . . +12) distributed across the globe.

The digital tachograph saves all time entries for working time, availability time, driving time, rest time etc., in UTC time.  The entries on the tachograph cards are saved in the same way.  Time information on the printouts also reflects the UTC time.

Wintertime in the UK, but not necessarily in other EU countries, is the same as UTC time.  During British Summer Time there will be 1-hour difference.

The information here is only intended to be a basic guide.  If you would like further information, please contact Tachodisc, the UK's leading supplier of analogue and digital tachograph equipment and services, with over 25 years experience within the industry.  Telephone 01925 283328, or email sales@tachodisc.co.uk.  Alternatively, please visit www.tachodisc.co.uk 
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